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1 The Introduction of Chinese Pinyin and Tones
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In Chinese, a syllable is composed of an Initial Consonant, a Vowel and a Tone. At the beginning of a

syllable is called Initial, the rest of parts are called Finals. Mandarin Chinese has four basic tones and

neutral tone.

HEMERENEA

NENETERASSZHEE. BHEMNFEA=SoHM. STHILIHEIAESE, EREPoMERE. X

IEEEAEN N EAFENER,

2 Initial

At the beginning of a syllable is called Initial. There are 23 initials in Chinses Pinyin.

=

ERFEREEMNER, EERET—HE 23158, I
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3 Final

Besides initials, we have total 24 finals left, they are simple final, compound final, special final and nasal

final. As shown below:

ASs, WTIRENS, P82 4, BBHHRUE. 88, FAUSIRES. U

Simple Final a o] e i u U

(ommmerer] () (4] (=] (=) (=) [+ () [

( ) (
Special Final er }

e | (o) (o) [+ (=) (1] (o) (] (]

ong
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Tones

Four basic tones - Tones schematic drawing as below :
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First tone

Neutral Tones
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Second tone
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Third tone
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Fourth tone

Neutral tone is a special tone, it's actually the fourth tone variation, with no fixed tuning.

Pronunciation of the neutral tone is very light and a bit shorter than the other tones. Here are

some examples:

2 ==
T

RER—MARER, EELRENATNMER, REEERE. BENAEIFENENERE

8. tban:

BE
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Mama means mother
4545

didi means young brother
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